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INTRODUCTION 

Physical and chemical properties of soils can vary depending on the 

soils position in the local topography. The topography of an area can effect 

the microclimate, soil formation, parent material and hydrological and 

geological processes, which in turn effect soil processes (Birkeland 1984). 

Topographic factors such as the orientation of the hillslope and the 

steepness of the slope affect the microclimate, vegetation establishment, 

water movement, and erosion (Birkeland 1984). 

Slope aspect has been shown to  effect the temperature of the soil, 

vegetation establishment, and moisture levels. These factors in turn can 

affect the distribution of soil organic matter, the presence o r  absence o r  an 

E layer (in more humid areas), pH, and nutrient levels (Birkeland 1984). 

North facing slopes generally have less sunlight and in  turn have higher 

moisture levels and greater vegetation establishment resulting in more 

organic matter. PH trends and nutrient levels are usually associated with 

vegetation and can also be affected by the slope aspect. Mesic vegetation 

types are usually found on the North facing slopes, while more xeric 

vegetation is found on the south facing slopes (Birkeland 1984). 

Slope aspect is important in the development of soils, but the position 

of a soil on a slope has also been found t o  effect the properties of soil. The 

term soil catena is used t o  describe the lateral variation in soils over a 

hillslope (Young 1972, Birkeland 1984). Ritter (1986, pg. 96) defines a catena 

as "a group of soil profiles whose characteristics change gradually beneath 

a sloping surface." These changes in soil profiles are due t o  the variation of 

soil forming factors along the slope. Geomorphic processes such as the 

drainage of groundwater, transport of sediment and the removal of mobile 



chemical elements are all important in the variation in soils over the slope 

(Ritter 1986). 

The slope can be divided into sections which are commonly referred 

t o  as the ridge, crest, slope and toeslope (Figure #1.1). Steeper slope 

sections tend to be freely drained, while at the bottom of slopes (toeslope 

area) there is usually a higher moisture content due to poor drainage 

(Ritter 1986). Toeslope soils are not only higher in moisture content, but are 

also known t o  be richer in clay and organic matter (Birkeland 1984). In 

drying climates, saline soils are found in the less drained areas at the 

bottom, while ridge tops and crests undergo more leaching (Birkeland 

1984). 

In dry climates there is less moisture available and therefore in 

general there is less lateral transfer downslope than in a more humid 

region. A study in California found that the clay content of soils increase 

downslope, but most of this clay resulted from weathering of the underlying 

rock at the site and not lateral transport downslope (Birkeland 1984). The 

combination of increased clay and downslope movement of water in the 

rainy season result in an increase in the water holding capacity of the soil 

(Birkeland 1984). In other studies increases in iron oxides, pH and organic 

matter have been found downslope (Birkeland 1984). 

In arid environments it has been found that only the more soluble 

compounds, such as salts, increase downslope, via lateral translocation. 

Calcium, magnesium, and sodium are found in the lowest parts of the 

landscapes because as compounds with chloride they are very soluble 

(Birkeland 1984). I t  is suggested that iron and aluminum released by 

weathering would stay at  the site of release as they do not form very soluble 

compounds (Birkeland 1984). 



The purpose of this study was to examine the physical and chemical 

properties of a series of soil samples across a topographic gradient. The 

study site was a hillslope located in Parson's Parcel, in Boulder County 

Open Space. The transect measured approximately 240 meters in length 

and extended from one toeslope, up the slope across the ridge of the 

hillslope and down the other side t o  the opposite toeslope. The two slopes 

measure were approximately north and south facing. The annual rainfall 

in this area is 18.24 inches (Callahan 1986). 

Several hypothesis were generated regarding the soil properties of 

the hillslope with respect t o  slope aspect and position on the slope. The 

north facing slope should have lower temperatures, different vegetation 

types and amounts, higher moisture levels and a greater quantity of 

organic matter than the south facing slopes. The chemical properties of the 

north slope should follow from the physical properties such that there 

would be an increase in pH and nutrient levels such as ammonium. The 

toeslope areas, regardless of aspect, should have a higher moisture content, 

be richer in clay and organic matter, and in turn have a higher water 

holding capacity than the upslope regions. The bulk density of these 

downslope regions should also decrease due to an increase in clay 

deposition and organic matter and the resulting increase in pore space. 

Chemically the pH and nutrient levels should also increase in the toeslope 

regions, regardless of aspect. Crest areas should be steeper, more eroded, 

have less organic matter, less clay, and less soil moisture. 



2. METHODS 

2.1 Sampling 

All samples were collected on September 27/1993. Along the 240 

meter transect there were 9 soil samples collected, approximately 30 meters 

apart. One sample was taken from the toeslope, crest and slope on each 

side of the hill slope. Three samples were taken from the ridge top (Figure 

#2.1). The samples were selected with the use of a random number table, 

within a ten meter section of the transect. Once the point was chosen, the 

samples were taken within a 25 cm radius of the point. 

A soil auger was used t o  take the soil samples t o  a depth of 

approximately 15 cm. Twenty samples were taken within the 25cm radius 

of the point and placed in one bag and sealed t o  retain moisture. The large 

amount of soil was collected t o  ensure that the sample would be sufficient to 

complete all the laboratory analysis necessary. Two more soil samples of a 

known volume were taken a t  each point. Two 35.5 ml samples were taken 

for analysis where a known volume of soil is needed. 

Observations a t  the site were made, including soil horizon 

descriptions of the first 15 cm. Slope angle and aspect were measured for 

all sample points. The temperature at  a depth of 15 cm, the ground surface 

and at  1 m above the ground were measured and recorded. Litter depth 

values were recorded along with the % cover of the different vegetation 

types. The presence of rocks, crusty surfaces or  drainage gullies were 

noted. 



2.2 Laboratory M y s i s  

2.2.1 Moisture 

Gravimetric soil moisture was calculated for each sample on a n  oven 

dry basis. 100 g samples were weighed and then oven dried at 110°C for 8 

hours. The samples were then reweighed and the percent moisture was 

calculated using the formula; 

(original sample weight- dry weight)/ (dry weight) * 100 

For each sample the air dry weight was also calculated using the above 

gravimetric formula. The oven dry weight subtracted from the air dry 

weight gives the weight of the hygroscopic water. This weight can be used 

to calculate the % hygroscopic water i n  the soil. 

The water holding capacity (WHC) of the soil is calculated based on 

the weight of a known volume of soil that  is saturated to the sticky point. 

The actual %WHC is calculated by the formula; 

(wt. of soil at sticky point- dry soil weight)/(dry soil weight)*100 

The water holding capacity of the soil by volume can also be used to 

determine the % pore space (%PS) of the soil. The formula for the percent 

pore space is; 

(volume of water)/ (volume of soil) * 100 

The gravimetric soil moisture, % hygroscopic moisture, % WHC, and the % 

PS were calculated for each sample along the transect. 

2.2.2 Organic Matter 

To determine the percentage of organic matter in  each sample the 

loss-on-ignition method was used. The samples were placed in  a muffle 



furnace for 8 hours at  580°C. This ashes the organic matter in the soil. 

Therefore the difference between the weight of the sample before ashing 

and the weight of the soil following ashing is attributable to the loss of 

organic matter. 

2.2.3 Soil Texture 

Texture determination was done using the FSouyocous hydrometer 

method. The ashed soil samples were first ground in a 2 mm sieve t o  

remove the course fraction of the soil. The percent course fraction was 

calculated as a portion of the weight of the total ashed weight. The 

remaining soil was considered the fine fraction. 

The fine fraction was added t o  a sodium solution t o  defloculate the 

individual soil particles. This solution , was placed in a 1 liter cylinder and 
( , n  .j?.:.m.., %L*>>,bai:i<:l A j L \ t ~ . l  ;>L<I- ->>'Ui-\  

particle reading~~were takeh a t  40 sec and 2 hours using a hydrometer. 

The percent sand, silt and clay were calculated based on these readings. 

2.2.4 Bulk density 

Bulk density is defined as the mass (weight) of a unit volume of dry 

soil. This volume includes both the pore space and the solid space. Using a 

known volume of soil the bulk density can be calculated by simply weighing 

the soil following oven drying t o  remove any capillary and hygroscopic 

water. This was done for all soil samples. 

2.2.5 Soil pH 

The pH of the soil samples were determined using both oven dried 

and air dried soils. Two different methods were used; 1: l  soil: water and 



1:l  soil: CaC12. Therefore for each point four different pH analysis were 

preformed. 

Equal weights of soil t o  weights of water or CaC12 were mixed and 

stirred and let t o  settle for approximately 1 minute. A pH meter was used t o  

measure the values of pH in the solution. 

2.2.6 Nutrients; NH4 and SO4 
r 

To determine the amounts of the nutrients NH4 and  SO^, first the soil 

samples underwent extraction procedures specific for each nutrient. To 
i. 

extract for NH4 a 1N KC1 solution was used t o  mass displace the NH4 in the 

soil sample. A solution of ammonium-acetatelacetic acid was used t o  

extract for SO4 in the soil sample. 

To measure ammonium the extractant is mixed with a number of 

reagents including phenate. The phenate reacts with the other reagents 

and the ammonium in the solution to form a blue colored solution that 

reflects the amount of ammonium. The solution was placed into the 

spectrophotometer at  630 nm and the absorbance was read. This 

absorbance was then compared t o  a standardized curve and the meqlliter of 

ammonium in the soil sample was determined. To convert this to meq1100 

g of soil the meqAiter was simply multiplied by the dilution factor, which in 

this case was 0.4. 

To measure sulfate the same procedure was used as was for 

ammonium except there were different reagents needed. The 'reagents for 

sulfate included BaC12 which forms BaS04, if SO4 is present. BaS04 is a 

precipitate and the absorbance of the precipitate was measured in the 

spectrophotometer. To determine the meql100 grams of soil, the same 

procedure was used as for ammonium, except the dilution factor was 0.25. 



2.3 Numerical Analysis 

A series of line graphs were created t o  show the variation of the 

different soil properties over the hillslope. Properties such as pH, texture, 

nutrient concentrations, % moisture, % bare ground, % organic matter, A 

horizon depth, temperature, and bulk density, were all graphically 

represented. 

For the north and south facing slopes averages of the different soil 

properties were calculated to look at  the effect of aspect. Averages were also 

calculated for the two toeslopes, mid-slopes, crests, and the three ridge sites 

to examine the the effect of slope position. 

Regression analysis was pqcformed on a number of variables t o  see if 

certain soil properties were associated with one another. Only regressions 

with a probability of less than 0.1 were considered significant, with a 
P 

emphasis on the significance of associations with a p value of less than 

3. RESULTS AM) DISCUSSION 

3.1 Slope aspect 
e 

The first set of hypothesis were related t o  variation in physical and 

chemical soil properties according to  the aspect of the slope sampled. Many 

studies have suggested that the north facing slope should have lower 

temperatures, different types of vegetation, more vegetation cover, higher 

moisture levels and a greater quantity of organic matter than the south 

facing slopes. The chemical properties of the north slope should follow 

from the physical properties such that there would be a decrease in pH and 

an increase in nutrient levels such as ammonium. 



The two slopes sampled were approximately north and south facing 

with a compass heading of approximately 16 " for the north facing slope and 

145 " for the South facing slope. The south facing slope on average was not 

as steep as the north facing slope with angles of 8.67" and 13.67" and the 

mesa top (or ridge top) was relatively flat (Table 3.1) 
3c;\ +gva,pr2, :,,.I-< 

As predicted the south facing slope,;on average was warmer than the 

north facing slope, while the mesa was the warmest. The north facing 

slope on average was over 3 " C cooler than the south facing slope (Table 3.1, 

Figure 3.1). Ground temperature on the two slopes were both 20°C on 

average, whle the air temperature on the north facing slope was actually 

just over a degree warmer than the south facing slope (Table 3.1, Figure 

3.1). This could be due t o  differences in the time the air temperatures were 

measured or the fact that air temperature fluctuates more than soil o r  

surface temperatures due to wind effects. The soil temperature is a better 

and more steady indicator of diurnal temperature fluctuations. 

Unlike the predictions of the hypothesis, the A horizon depth does not 

seem t o  vary according to slope. Both slopes have an average A horizon 

depth of 3.5 cm. The mesa top actually has the narrowest A horizon with 

an average depth of only 2 cm (Table 3.1). The deeper A horizons along the 

slopes are probably due to the over-representation of A horizon depth in the 

average, by the toeslope values (Figure 3.2). Figure 3.2 shows that the 

lowest A horizon depths are found at the the crest samplibng points, while 

the highest values are the toeslopes. 

Percent bare ground values are actually opposite t o  what one would 

expect given the fact that south facing slopes are usually drier. The south 

facing slope in this study showed less bare ground than did the north facing 

slopes with an average of 18.7 % and 41.7% respectively (Table 3.1). This 



could be due in part to  the different species of plants that occupy the two 

slopes. Since the area is fairly arid most of the plant species may be more 

xeric in nature and therefore may actually prefer the south facing slopes. 

The observations made by the individuals at each point show that at  the 

toeslope of the north facing slope the sample point was adjacent to a gully. 

This could result in a lack of vegetation establishment in this area. 

Therefore the lack of vegetation on the north facing slope could reflect the 

effect of erosion and drainage rather the topographic aspect. 

Soil moisture content is on average slightly higher on the north 

facing slope at 17.39 %, but the south facing slope is not much drier at 

17.19%. The mesa top actually has the highest moisture content at 20.38 % 

(Table 3.1). The observations show the mesa top t o  not be as rocky as the 
$,c;* 

sides and t o  have lots of grass cover. Therefore, it follows that this area ~ . n ~  -.. , \ +c-': 
\ \ ?A \  ' , would not experience as much evaporation as the slopes, resulting in the . .? ? 

; 3 \i!U" 
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higher moisture in the soil. The ridge or mesa top is probably the best i: LY:;~: 4b8 , 

drained area following a rainfall event, but given average conditions, at  

least several days following the last rain event, the ridgetop probably retains 

capillary and hygroscopic water. Figure 3.3 shows both % moisture and % 

hygroscopic water are highest along the ridgetop. Percent hygroscopic 

water is actually highest on the south facing slopes at 2.8%, while the north 

facing slope has only 2.36 % hygroscopic water on average (Table 3.1). 

The water holding capacity of a soil effects the depth of infiltration of 

water and is dependent upon the textural makeup of the soil, the 

compaction of the soil, and the amount of organic matter in the soil. The 

water holding capacity for this hillslope is greater on the south facing slope 

than on the north facing slope, which is counter t o  the hypothesis in the 

first section. The water holding capacity on average is 31.12 % on the south 



facing slope while it is 29.68 % along the north facing slope (Table 3.1, 

Figure 3.4). Since water holding capacity of the south facing slope is 

greater it should follow that the percent organic matter is also greater 

along the south facing slope. The percent organic matter along the south 

facing slope is 7.22%, while it is only 5.91 % along the north facing slope 

(Table 3.1,Figure 3.5, Figure 3.6). A regression showed a significant (p=.05) 

and positive (slope= 12.8) relationship between % organic matter for all sites 

and the % WHC by weight for all sites (See Appendix, figure 5 for 

scattergram). 

Four methods of determining pH were used for all soil samples. 

Regression analysis showed that the pH for the oven dry and air dry 

samples that were both tested with the 1:l water method were significantly 

associated (p=.0009) in a positive manner. The oven dry and air dry - 

samples that were tested with the 1:1 CaCI2 were also significantly (p=p07) - 
related in a positive association. This is t o  be expected but the test 

regression analysis helped t o  show the precision in these results as they 
i. 

were repeatable within the method, no matter if they were air drfed o r  oven 
F 

djred. As expected the oven dry samples for both the 1:l  water and the 1:l 

CaC12 methods, were lower than the air dry samples in the respective 

methods (Table 3.1, Table 3.2, Figure 3.7 and Figure 3.8). 

The hypothesis suggests that pH should decrease along the north 

facing slope due to increased moisture and greater vegetation cover. But 

the results so far have shown that moisture and vegetation cover did not 

increase along the north facing slope, therefore it should follow that pH will 

not agree with the hypothesis. The south facing slope does in fact have 

lower p~ values for all methods used (Table 3.1) along the south facing 

slope compared t o  the north facing slopes, counter t o  the original 



hypothesis. This discrepancy could be a result of higher moisture and 

greater vegetation cover along the south facing slope for reasons already 

discussed. 

Nutrient levels were hypothesized to  increase along the north facing 

slope. MI4 does show higher levels of concentration along the north facing 

slope, with an average value of 0.51 meq/100 g soil, while the value for the 

south facing slope is only 0.29 meq/100 g soil (Table 3.1, Figure 3.9). The 

values for ammonium correspond in a positive fashion t o  the values for the 

depth of the A horizon. A regression shows a significant association (p=.02) 

between the two variables (See Appendix A, figure 1 for scattergram). It is 

not surprising to  find ammonium associated with the organic layer in the 

soil, but what is surprising is not to find a positive relationship between the 

organic matter in the soil and the depth of the A horizon. In fact, 

regression analysis showed a significantly (p=.07) negative relationship 

between the two (Figure 3.6, and see Appendix A, figure 7 for scattergram). 

This could be a result of the different sampling methods. 

The determination of the A horizon was a visual estimate made in 

the field. The organic matter determination was made in the lab using only 

100 grams of the soil from the entire sample collected. If the sample as a 

hole under-represents organic matter because of the depth of sampling, one 

would see a discrepancy in the relationship between the depth of the A 

horizon and the % organic matter. If we had all sampled to  the exact same 

depth at each site, one would expect a significantly positive relationship 

between the % organic matter in the sample and the depth of the A horizon. 

The site at which I sampled was rocky and as a result it was very hard to 

dig to the 15 cm. If some people did get to 15 cm and others did not, then the 

soil samples would vary in their accurate representation of organic matter. 



Sulfate concentration was greater along the south facing slope than 

along the north facing slope with an average of 0.22 meq1100 g soil and .06 

meq1100g soil, respectively. Regression analysis showed Sulfate to be 

significantly correlated with both % organic matter (p=.03) and % WHC 

(p=.l), with both relationships such that a rise in either % organic matter 

o r  % WHC were associated with a rise in the concentration of sulfate (See 

Appendix A, figures 4 and 6 for scattergrams). 

3.2 Sod Position dong slope 

The second set of hypothesis were related to variation in physical and 

chemical soil properties according to the position of the soil on the slope 

sampled. The toeslope areas, regardless of aspect, should have a higher 

moisture content, be richer in clay and organic matter, and in turn have a 

higher water holding capacity than the upslope regions. The bulk density 

of these downslope regions should also decrease due to clay deposition and 

increased organic matter. Chemically the pH and nutrient levels should 

also increase in  the toeslope regions, regardless of aspect. Crest areas 

should be steeper, more eroded, have less organic matter, less clay, and 

less soil moisture. 

According t o  the above hypothesis Organic matter, and the depth of 

the A horizon should increase as one moves downslope. Table 3.2 shows 

that the depth of the A horizon does indeed increase towards the toeslope, 

with a value of 1 cm at the crest and increasing t o  3 cm at the mid-slope and 

6.5 cm at the bottom. It should follow that the percent organic matter in the 

soil should also increase towards the bottom of the slope due t o  the 

downward translocation of plant litter and other organic matter. The 

organic matter in the soil sample actually is highest mid-slope and the 



toeslope has a value only slightly higher than the crest (Table 3.2). The 

ridgetop has the highest average % organic matter. with a value of 8%, 

which is probably due to the flatness of the area, the low amount of annual 

rainfall and the grass cover. In a more humid region this area would be 

highly leached, but in this arid environment organic matter is allowed to 

accumulate over time. 

The discrepancy between the values for % organic matter and the 

depth of the A horizon are clearly shown in figure 3.6. It shows that the 

greatest difference in the toeslope areas. Both Qbservations show very deep 

A horizons, but very low values for percent organic matter. It may be that 

these two samples were over-represented by mineral soil due t o  the depth of 

sampling, reflecting a general problem with composite sampling even a t  

one point. 

The steepness of the slope section should affect the movement of 

water along the hillslope, resulting in patterns of erosion, vegetation 

establishment, soil moisture and pH. The midslope regions of this hillslope 

were on average the steepest at an angle of 14.5". The two crest slopes were 

very very different with the north facing crest at an angle of 21" and the 

south facing crest was only 6". As expected the percent moisture in the soil 

significantly (p=.05) increased as slope angle decreased (See Appendix A, 

figure 11, for scattergram). 

The original hypothesis suggested that pH should increase in the 

toeslope regions due t o  an increase in organic matter and soil moisture. 

Analysis showed the opposite t o  be true in this study; as slope angle D2r,*% 
m Y  ,,s 

V' cj  
increased there was a significant (p=.008) increase in pH. This may be due b't5 + 

r O 

t o  the fact that soluble salts such as chlorides of calcium and magnesium 

are transported downslope along with moisture (Birkeland 1984) (See 



Appendix A, Figure 11, for scattergram). PH was also found t o  decrease 

significantly (p=.04) as temperature increased. This could be due t o  

increased productivity given the right moisture conditions. 

Observations by the individual samplers, in regards t o  vegetation, did 

not show any distinct difference in vegetation fiom one position on the slope 

t o  the next. Almost all the observers noted grass in their sampling plot, 

and many of them recorded the occurrence of xeric species such as yucca, 

cactus and sage. Most of the sites were rocky o r  recorded gravel and one 

site was even described as "way rocky". Percent Bare ground did not show a 

pattern according to slope position, with the ridgetops and the mid-slopes 

having the least bare ground, while the crest sites and the toeslopes had 10- 

15% more bare ground on average (Table 3.2). The variation in bare ground 

percentages may reflect the sampling error by the individual. If only one 

person had made the measurement a t  each site then the estimates may be 

more precise. As a group we did not calibrate our measuring estimates, 

therefore a difference of 10-15% may be attributable to the way different 

individuals perceive the percentage cover. 

Since organic matter (and depth of A horizon) is hypothesized to 

increase downslope, it follows that the water holding capacity and pore 

space should increase. The organic matter content of the soil was not found 

to increase downslope, due to sampling problems already mentioned, but 

the observed depth of the A horizon did increase downslope (Table 3.2). 

Water holding capacity and pore space both decrease downslope, 

which is opposite t o  the hypothesis (Table 3.2, Figure 3.4). It follows then, 

counter to the hypothesis, that the relationship between %WHC and the 

depth of the A horizon is a negative one, such that the %WHC capacity 



decreases significantly (p=.07) as A horizon depth increases (See Appendix 

A, figure 2, for scattergram). 

The relationship between organic, matter content of the soil and 

percent water holding capacity is probably a more comparable one, since 

they were both taken from the same sample, unlike A horizon depth which 

was from visual observation. Regression analysis did find a significant 

(p=.05) and positive relationship between water holding capacity and 

organic matter in the samples. Both water holding capacity and organic 

matter tended t o  decrease downslope, probably due to an over- 

representation of mineral soil in the downslope samples (deeper samples). 

Pore space in the soils mirrored the %WHC fairly well decreasing 

fkom 32.89 % at the crest to 29.63% at  the toeslope (Table 3.2, Figure 3.4). 

The original hypothesis was that the bulk density should decrease 

downslope due t o  increased organic matter, clay deposition and the 

resulting increase in pore space. The relationships between bulk density 

and the organic matter content along with the water holding capacity of the 

soil do follow the expected patterns. As organic matter content of the soil 

increases there is a highly significant (p=.005) drop in bulk density (See 

Appendix A, Figure 8, for scattergram). As bulk density of the soil 

increases the water holding capacity of the soil significantly decreases 

(p=.03) (See Appendix A, Figure 9, for scattergram). 

The bulk density of the soil is the weight of the soil per unit volume 

and it describes the density of the soil solids compared t o  pore space. Since 

neither the water holding capacity of the soil o r  the pore space increase 

downslope, the bulk density should increase in  a downslope manner, as a 

result of a decrease in pore space (Figure 3.12). The data does show an 



increase in bulk density form 0.83 at the crest t o  1.11 at the toeslope (Table 

3.2, Figure 3.11). 

The increase in bulk density and the decrease in pore space may in 

part be due t o  the translocation of clay. Usually an increase in clay is 

associated with a decrease in bulk density. But if the clay particles are 

translocated downslope with water, they may be deposited in such a 

manner as to line the pores between coarser material, in turn decreasing 

pore space. The observation on the north facing toeslope did note that their 

point was next t o  a drainage gully indicating an area of increased water 

flow at certain rainy or melt times of the year. These area may have 

increased clay contents, but not deposited in such a way as t o  increase pore 

space. Some studies have also suggested that in arid regions much of the 

clay formation may not be due t o  the translocation of weathered materials, 

but instead from in-situ weathering (Birkeland 1984, Brady 1990). 

The clay content of the soil is seen t o  increase drastically from the 

crest at 2.9 % to the toeslope at 10.66% (Table 3.2, Figure 3.10). The coarse 

fraction of the soil and the percent sand are both lower in the toeslope areas 

than at the crests (Table 3.2). 

Nutrients are hypothesized t o  accumulate downslope in conjunction 

with water movement and organic matter deposition. Sulfate is a soluble 

anion that in solution is readily available for plants (Brady 1990). In arid 

regions sulfate is known t o  accumulate in the lower horizons of mollisols, 

but also to  accumulate on the surface in more saline conditions (Brady 

1990). In this study sulfate was found t o  decrease downslope (Table 3.2), but 

also to  be significantly ( p=.03) related t o  the organic matter content of the 

soil (See appendix A, figure 4, for scattergram). Since organic matter does 



not increase downslope, it follows that sulfate would decrease in a 

downslope manner also. 

Ammonium increases drastically, in a downslope manner in this 

study, form 0.18 meqI100 g soil a t  the crest to 0.68 meqI100 g soil at  the 

toeslope. Regression analysis found the depth of the A horizon and the 

concentration of ammonium to be significantly (p=.02) and positively 

associated. This relationship may be a spurious one as a more comparable 

relationship would be between ammonium and % organic matter, which in 

this study would be opposite to the hypothesis. What may be driving this 

drastic increase in ammonium downslope is the relatively high value of 1.1 

meq1100 g soil for the north facing toeslope. What is interesting to note is 

that this is the only site for which no comments were made regarding 

vegetation. The bare ground at this site is only 30%, but as mentioned 

before estimates of bare ground are very subjective. It could be that this site 

has the least quantity of biomass and therefore the least amount of nitrogen 
us< 

ha&ea by plants. Since we did not take measurements t o  verify this, it 

remains a hypothesis. 

In general this study site did not mirror the hypothesized ideal of soil 

properties for a hillslope catena. This may be due to the fact that each point 

was sampled by a different researcher and therefore the precision of some 

of the measurements may be called into question, especially the visual 

estimations, of ground cover and A horizon depth. The depth to which each 

individual was able t o  sample a t  each point also varied, adding t o  over and 

under representation of some of the soil properties such as % organic 

matter and textural components (sand, silt, clay). Keeping the A and B 



horizon samples separate for analysis would have shed some light on this 

problem. 

Several properties of the soil were not measured such as nutrient 

concentrations of calcium and magnesium. It would have been very 

interesting to examine the base saturation of these soils. Sodium was not 

measured and i t  would have been interesting t o  see how the sodium levels 

in the soils changed over the hillslope, and how they related to the ph of the 

soils. 

One important factor mentioned in several texts (Birkeland 1984, 

Ritter 1986, Brady 1990) is the importance of parent material on the soil 
'?\ 

forming processes and the resulting soil properties. We did not study the Cu ' .. ,L\ - 
., il "- .- , - .,. parent material of the area or observe whether or  not the parent material \' "b' ' 

i\*-: 
on one part of the slope differed from another. Any discontinuity in parent 4c: L'- 

material may account for some of the anomalous finding in our study. 

As mentioned throughout the paper, vegetation play a very important 

role in soil formation and development. Any study of soil properties should 

take very careful account of the vegetation above the sample point and the 

same can be said for vegetation scientists regarding soil. Our study did 

make note of vegetation, but a more thorough study of the vegetation of the 

area in conjunction with certain soil properties would be interesting. 
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Table 3.1 Average values for soil properties 
according to  slope aspect 

' South'faci ng North facing 
Soil Property slope Mesa tljp slope 

I 1 Slope angle 

soil  temperature 
I 
I ground temperature 
! 
jd i r  tempera!uri I I 

[ A  horizon depth 
! 

j 2 Sare ground 

I % moisture (, wendry )  
I 
la LL ! f~ ! ~ygrilscopic water 
I 

I %  WHC 
i 
f % Pore space 
I 
! p H  1 : l  ( a i r d r y  &wate r )  ' 
i 

jpH 1 :  1 ( a i r d r y  & CaC!2) / pH 1 : 1 i oveodry & water) 

/pH 1 : 1 ( ovendry & CaC12) 

1 N H ~  meq/ 1 0 0  g soil 
I 
1314 meg/ I 0 0  g mil 

I W Organic matter i / ~ u l  k Densisty 

W course fract ion 

1 % sand 

I % silt. 



Soil, Ground and A i r  Temperature 
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X sail moisture by oven drying and 
X hygroscopic water 

- '5 moisture (oven dry] - s'ij hygrozcopir: water 

9 ( I  5 7 '0 r r  \ 
bag number 

3 d 

Fi ~ c e  3. Y 3 
W WHC (by weight) and W PS (by volume) 

.>.-. I 
-1-I 1 1 I I I I I I I I 

'4 i\ 5 7- \ o  1 3 L 
Bag number 



X Bare Ground and % organic Hatter 

- 55 bsre ground 

'i 5 3 1 0  1 3  
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A Horizon depth and X Organic Plaater 



A i r  Dry pH values 

air dry 

air dry 

Oven dry pH's 
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Fi ~ ~ 3 . 7  3 
Concentratiaa s f  NH4 and 504 in the soi l  samples 

Bag number 

Textural composition o f  the soi l  samples 
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Bag number 
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Table 3.2 Average values for  soil properties 

according t o  the. slope position 

Soil Property 

Islope angle 

/soil temperature 

I gruund temperati~re 
t 1 5ir teiiip~rhture 
I I A hor lzon ilepth 

I Pd bare ground / 'b rnois:iire (ovendry) 

/ % hygroscopic water 

/ a  wHc 

1 $ For? apsce 

I pH i : 1 I: airdrtf & water) 

pH ! : 1 (airdry 8. C3C12) I. 
lpHl:l iovendry&water) 

/pH 1 ; l (wendry & CeC12) 

I N H ~  rneq! 100 g soil 

Is04 rai/l 00 tj sujl 

% Organic matter 

1 Bulk Densisty 
I 1 %  course fraction 

I I sand 

W silt. 

, % clav 

Ridge top 

1.83 

7 

1 4.83 

16.67 
h 
b 

30 

20.38 

3.8 1 

36.86 

30.59 

6.13 

Crest 

13.5 

4.25 

21.5 

19.25 

1 

40 

15.94 

2.6 

34.8 

32.89 

7.19 

Mid-slope 

14.5 

3.5 

19 

19.5 

3 

I 
7.2 

7n15  5.22 1 5.57 

Toeslope 

5.5 

6 

19.5 

19,25 

6.5 

5.5 

0.15 

0.22 
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0.8 1 

9.26 

68.15 

20.18 

1 1.66 _ 

6.45 

6.1 

5 

0.35 

0.07 

6.5 1 

0.99 

17.1 1 

72.2 

17.15 

10.66 

5.63 

0.18 

0.29 

4.58 

0.83 

13.41 

63.02 

14.09 

2.9 

7.07 

5.26 

5.7 

0.68 

0.07 

5.6 

1 . 1  1 

6.18 

72.63 

16.72 

10.66 

30 1 45 

18.06 l7:: 

2.47 

I 1 27.26 

30.53 I 29.63 

8.29 1 6.38 



Bulk  Density for all  sites 
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Regression Analysis of Associations Between Soil Properties 
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Regression Analysis of Associations Between Soil Properties 
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@ Regression Analysis of Associations Between Soil Properties 
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Rpyendir A 

Regression Analysis of Associations Between Soil Properties 

Soil Temperature ('Cl 
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